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semblance, to that of Hegel. Indeed all through his long
chapter on India, he will follow Hegel's arguments, es-
pecially those referring to the lack of 'reason* and 'mora-
lity5 among the present-day Indians.

Gone are the humanitarianism and philanthropy of
Goethe and the Romantics with regard to the caste sys-
tem; Gobineau is the first among the great nineteenth-
century scholars in Europe who sees in the caste system
the superiority of the ancient social organization in India
over the present one. For *>as not this caste system de-
termined by the 'race' of those who first established it,
and whom Gobineau calls die Aryans ? 'The problem
had found its ideal solution,' he writes, 'and nobody can
refuse his approval to a social body ruled by reason and
served by intelligence. The great difficulty is to put an
abstract scheme of this kind into practice. All the theo-
ricians of the West have failed in it: the purokits thought
of having found the true method of success. Taking for
their starting point the observation, established for them
on irrefutable facts, that all superiority was on the side of
the Aryans, all weakness and inability on the side of the
black races, they admitted, therefore, that the intrinsic
value of all human beings stood in direct proportion to
the purity of blood, and they founded their categories on
this principle. They called these principles Varna, which
means colour, and which since then has taken the mean-
ing of caste.*

So far for the past But since the time that the ori-
ginal Aryans had established their caste system, many
changes have occurred. And it is with these changes that
Gobineau is concerned in his book. According to him,
it is due to the mixture between the 'pure' blood of the